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A well-structured book review contains a heading, an introduction, a summary of the main points or 
chapters, a critical analysis, an evaluation and a conclusion. A critical book review is a thoughtful 
discussion of a text’s contents, strengths, and limitations. Compose your review as you would any essay, 
with  a clear, logical structure.  
 
Guidelines: 
Heading 
Book title, author’s name, place of publication, publisher name, publication date and the number of 
pages. 
 
Introduction 
In the introduction, introduce the book conveying what the book is about. 
 
Summary 
In this section of the review, provide an outline of the main themes, principles or concepts presented in 
the text.  
 
Evaluation 
Offer a critical review of the text and the ideas presented in it. What stood out for you?. How will this 
text informed your practice? Give your initial appraisal of the work, include your key observation on 
the text mentioning strength and weaknesses.  
 
Conclusion 
Would you recommend this book? Indicate whether you feel the book is worthwhile. Is the book 
outstanding? Will it make a lasting contribution to its field, or is it less satisfactory?  Give a star rating 
out of 5 – 5 being excellent. 
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